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Sunday, 23 May 2010. 

  

  
The Black-headed Gulls were still bringing nesting material to South Island. 

  
The Oystercatchers are changing over on incubation duty. The bird on the right is relieving its 
partner on the left. 

  
The Black-headed Gulls and Common Tern were also taking turns (oops!) at their nesting sites. 
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Thursday, 27 May 2010. 

  
Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula). One of a pair that tried to settle on the oysterbed nesting site, 
but failed on the first attempt. It was on the shingle walkway opposite the south end of south island. 

  
The Black-headed Gull chicks have hatched and are about 1 day old. They will remain at the nest site 
for the next few days, closely guarded by the parents. 

  
The hard work has begun for the Black-headed Gulls. Extra mouths to feed and the nest site to be 
kept clean. 
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Sunday, 30 May 2010 

  
The Black-headed Gull chicks are now about 5 days old. The parents are regurgitating the food to 
feed their young.  

  
The care they have for their young is very much expressed in these images. At this stage, they still 
use the nest site as an anchor point and at least one parent remains with the chicks. 

  
Bittersweet (left) and Sawfly larvae (right), seen in the bushes at the site. 
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Thursday, 3 June 2010 

  
The Black-headed Gull chicks have grown well since they hatched 8 days ago. They are encouraged 
to wander further afield but still strictly supervised by the adults. 

  
One of this clutch seeks the still seeks the security of its nest whilst the other two seek each other’s 
support. A short time later, the chick in the nest gets the courage to join the other two. 

  
The parents have both bribed the chicks with food to leave the top of the island and approach the 
shore-line. Finally, the chicks are swimming in the water. 
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Thursday, 3 June 2010 (Continued) 

  
A rather bedraggled Oystercatcher is feeding and enjoying the break from incubating duties. It is 
seen here in the bay to the south of the lagoon. The high temperatures and blazing sun must have 
made the task uncomfortable. 

  
Meanwhile, the Common Tern are still sitting on their nest sites and attended to by their mates who 
are fishing. 
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Sunday, 6 June 2010 

The following images record one of the many conflicts taking place. This was between two Tern 
disputing the right to fish along the eastern shore of the lagoon. 
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The conclusion to the dispute was that the eastern shoreline was divided, with each bird taking one 
half of the shoreline, and with the bus shelter marking the dividing line. 

  
Both birds now perched on rocks on their side of the dividing line. Note the marks on the birds head 
(left image). Duelling scars I wonder? 

  
Now back to business as usual after a defiant call. 
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Sunday, 6 June 2010 (Continued) 

  
The Gull chicks are now 12 days old. Since hatching, they have grown well in size and are far more 
confident. The adults no-longer stay closely with their clutches and most chicks have abandoned the 
nest sites and found better security and shelter amongst the rocks towards the waters edge of the 
islands. This clutch of 3, stay closely together and have a natural shelter in case the weather turns or 
overhead predators arrive. 

  
They take to the water without further encouragement from the parents. You will see however that 
one adult is usually overhead or perched on the rocks at times like this. 
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Thursday, 10 June 2010 

Today was wet and breezy. Not the best of conditions for the young birds. The down they have when 
they hatch would normally keep them warm but it is not waterproof like adult feathers. Instead, it 
will hold water and act like a sponge. There is a danger that chicks could perish in these conditions. 
Now I see why, moving the chicks down to the rocks and away from the exposed upper surface of 
the islands, makes sense. At least the rocks will provide some shelter from these conditions as well 
as, of course, airborne predators. Unfortunately, lots of Black-headed Gull chicks are still on top of 
the island and have to brave the elements. They are too large now to be brooded by their parents. 

  
The chicks are absolutely soaked through to their skin and just standing in the drizzle. Too much of 
this could prove fatal. 

  
The Oystercatcher pair recently had two chicks hatch. One of the adults is seen in the bay south of 
the lagoon frantically finding food for the chicks. It really must be hard work under the conditions of 
today. 
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The oystercatchers have brought their chicks down to the rocks on south island, near the shoreline. 
One of their two chicks can be seen (left image) just behind the brooding parent. In the image on the 
right, the foraging adult is just leaving and the other adult is back in the brooding position. 

  
This tern (left) is brooding 2 chicks under its wing. As the food arrives (right), both chicks scamper 
out to feed. A small flat fish has been fed to one of the chicks. 

  
One chick fed, now the other wants food (left). I have no idea what this Tern (right) is offering to one 
of its chicks?????? 
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I went looking for the three Black-headed gull chicks I have been following. I found the smallest chick 
(left) in amongst the rocks, seemingly on its own. Another sibling was in the water (right), just 
offshore from the island. 

  
It had a quick wash (left) and returned to the island to join the third sibling (right). 

 

 

Slender Thistle (Carduus tenuiflorus) (left) and Yellow-horned Poppy (Glaucium flavum) (right). 
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Sunday, 13 June 

An overcast but dry day. With all the extra mouths to feed, it is a busy time for all the 
birds. Tempers flare from time to time and unfortunately I witnessed an unwelcome 
attack - more later. 

  

  
The first Common Gull hatchlings are now approaching the size of the adult. The first feathers on the 
wing are now apparent (see Image 2). They are always looking out for their parents bringing back 
food. A immature gull has joined the chick but is driven off. 

 

A gull is attacking a chick with another lying in 
front of the ‘A’ marker. I thought this was a 
fatal attack but I actually saw the two chicks 
on the following visit. 
Attacks and predation are very real risks in a 
mixed community but the Black-headed Gulls 
have normally been peaceful towards their 
neighbours. Save for the occasions when 
territory is disputed. I think that the reduced 
numbers of Black-headed Gulls on South 
Island has played a significant part in this. A 
big plus for Jason’s management plan. 
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Sunday, 13 June – continued 

Meanwhile the Common Tern were also busy fishing and feeding their young. 

  

  
Fishing sequence: Image 1 Searching for fish; Image 2 Diving; Image 3 Getting airborne from dive and 
Image 4 Returning to South Island with its catch.  
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Thursday, 17 June 

  
Jason asked me to look for the Oystercatcher pair at ‘Q’ on North Island. He was concerned that one 
egg had hatched and the female continued to incubate other egg(s) and that this could lead to the 
hatched chick not being fed. His concern was based on past experience. Well I found them and the 
chick is very distinctive as a miniature version on the adults. Throughout my session, I never saw this 
chick being fed. 

Another good dry day at the site. I have been told by Jason and others that Little Tern visit the 
Lagoon to fish but had never had the opportunity to catch this on camera as they fly fast and it takes 
too long to register their presence. I was therefore pleased to get these images at the north east of 
the lagoon. 

  
This bird appeared in the corner of my eye whilst I was talking to a couple of visitors. I had to 
apologise for breaking off the conversation and grabbed these images. It made my day! Perhaps next 
year this opportunity will become more common at the lagoon if the Little Tern settle on the new 
gravel bed created for them this year.  
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I went in search for the Oystercatchers on south island and found them in there usual position on 
the west shore of the island. One chick from this pair has survived and is pictured below. 

 

This is a 100% crop of the 
second image on this page and 
therefore I apologise for the 
poor quality. The Oystercatcher 
chick is to the left and behind 
the adult on the left. 

 

These images on this page show how the seabird population is now distributed on south island. The 
Black-headed Gulls remaining at the water’s edge with their chicks and the Common Tern having 
more space at the top. I think that this has reduced the chance of any aggression and territorial 
disputes between Tern and Gull. 
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Thursday, 17 June (Continued) 

 

This Tern made several passes over south island 
looking for its chick(s). It gave up and landed 
about 15’ away from me on the path opposite 
the south end of the island. After resting here for 
a few minutes, It took off and found its chick.  
The sun was not in my favour for this shot but I 
could not move without disturbing the bird. 

  
Every time a Tern flew in, returning from a fishing expedition, the chicks gathered on top of the 
island and begged to be fed. 
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The adult Tern rarely stay long on the island. The 
need for plenty of food for the growing chicks 
drives them on. 
Some of the food brought in is hard work for the 
chick as these images show. 

 

  
The Black-headed Gull chicks seem to remain together with their siblings but they seem to be 
forming a crèche. One adult is looking after 2 or 3 groups. This is probably an efficient way to satisfy 
the feeding demands and provide mutual protection. 

  
Chicks are spending a lot of time in the water now, some swimming across the lagoon to the public 
area of the shore-line. There are now some chicks which have pretty well formed feathers and these 
will soon be airborne. The adults have even taken to feeding the chicks on the water as the second 
image shows. 
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Now for some floral images from around the site. 

 

White Bryony (Bryonia dioica). 

 
 

 

Dog-rose (Rosa canina 'alba') . 
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Dog-rose (Rosa canina) . 

 
 

  
Common Spotted Orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii) Opium Poppy (Papaver somniferum) 'Double 

flowered'. 
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Senecio grayi. 
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Sunday, 20 June 

Had a bit of a disaster with the camera today, I did not lock the controls on the handgrip which 
meant that exposure compensation was increased each time I raise the camera. Realised this too 
late and so most of the shots have gone in the bin. 

The Black-headed Gull chicks are rapidly developing and some are trying out their wings. They are 
not ready to take off yet but it will not be long...... 

  

 

I watched this Black-headed Gull chick for about 
10 minutes and was surprised that it had learnt 
the trick to find food for itself. Like the waders, it 
used its feet to tap the bottom in the shallows to 
discover potential prey. This worked as it 
managed to find things to eat. 
Not sure if this behaviour is to be expected but I 
still recall seeing 1st year fledglings in September 
last year, begging for food from any passing 
adult. This chick is clearly enterprising and will 
be helping its parents (and siblings) by reducing 
its demand for food from them. 

 

 

This adult Tern had made a couple of passes 
over the island but could not locate its chick. It 
landed on the South Boundary of the lagoon, 
near to me, and peered across the island for 
about 5 minutes before trying again. 
The lighting conditions were absolutely not ideal 
for this shot but I thought it worth recording. I 
could not move for fear of losing the 
opportunity. 
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Sunday, 20 June (Continued) 

  

  
What better way to cool off on a hot day. This clutch of 3 gull chicks knew how to take advantage of 
the water. Two of them played together, splashing around whilst the third just watched the antics.  

After the play, it was time to dry off the wing feathers and remaining down. 
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Thursday, 24 June 

In the few days since my last visit, quite a few Black-headed gulls have become fledglings and can be 
seen both in the lagoon and the beach to the south. 

  

  
 It is hard to imagine how rapidly these birds have grown since they were the first to hatch around 
24 June. The population on the islands covers all stages now, from hatchlings through to fledglings. 
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The chicks stay close to their siblings mainly to 
ensure that they will be fed by the parents. 
These 3 images show how even within a clutch, 
there is great variability in development which 
cannot be accounted for by differences in 
hatching date. This variability is due to the 
amount of food each chick receives. 

 

Moving on to the Common Tern, the chicks are being fed larger food as they grow. Even so, 
sometimes the adults are too ambitious with what they bring back and drastic action is necessary to 
help the chicks swallow it. 

 

This sight can be often seen where the adult 
Tern drags the prey (in this case a crab) 
through the water to lubricate it and break off 
the legs to make it easier for the chick to 
digest. 
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The Oystercatchers on South Island were working hard to feed their solitary chick and can be seen 
flying from the lagoon to the bay to the south. 
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