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Holly Blue (Celastrina argiolus). 

 
Female 

 
Male 

All images Copyright Peter Drury 

When Seen: Please note these dates are variable depending on the weather conditions. 
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Note: The pupae overwinters. 

Food Plants: 

Larvae: 

 
Holly (Ilex aquifolium) 

 
Bramble (Rubus 

fruticosus) 

No Image 
 
 
 
 
 
Dogwoods (Cornus spp.)  

Gorses (Ulex spp.) 

 
Ivy (Hedera helix) 

No Image 
 
 
 
 
 

Snowberries 
(Symphoricarpos spp.) 

 
Spindle (Euonymus 

europaeus) 

Intentionally Blank 
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Butterfly: 

 
Holly (Ilex aquifolium) 

 
Bramble (Rubus 

fruticosus) 

No Image 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bugle (Ajuga reptans) 

No Image 
 
 
 
 
 

Buttercups (Ranunculus 
spp) 

 
Ivy (Hedera helix) 

No Image 
 
 
 
 
 

Forget-me-not (Myosotis 
spp) 

No Image 
 
 
 
 
 

Privet (liqustrum 
vulgare) 

No Image 
 
 
 
 
 

Thistles (Cirsium spp) 

No Image 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thistles (Carduus spp) 

No Image 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Mint (Mentha 
aquatic) 

No Image 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honeydew/sap 

Intentionally Blank 

 

 

Habitat: This species may be found anywhere where their food plant or nectar sources are found. 

 Most active on sunny days but roosts on dull days. 

 

 

More Holly Blue butterfly images 
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